pw/ 


<? 


w 


/}. 


A 


^     #^       %      .*' 


^I*"    .%^ 


V 


M 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


|28     111112,5 


-    113  2 


I.I 


«4. 


1.25 


1.4 


2.0 


1.6 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


/. 


^ 


\ 


■'S:^ 


<> 


^ 


<• 
^ 


^ 


^ 


^  V 

^^^ 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY    MS80 

(716)  872-4503 


KS'P 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  canadien  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibiiographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlced  below. 


D 


D 


D 


D 
D 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommagde 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurie  et/ou  peliicuide 


□    Cover  title  missing/ 
Letit 


titre  de  couverture  manque 


I      I    Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  reliure  serrde  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intdrieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filmi;ig/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajoutdes 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppldinentaires; 


The 
tot 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  M  possible  de  tt  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mithode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiquis  ci-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


□ 


D 
D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  ondommag^es 


I    ~|    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 


Pages  restaurdes  et/ou  pellicul6es 

^a^9S  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pag?  *  dicolordes,  tachet^es  ou  piqu6es 


Th€ 
pofl 
of  1 
filnr 


Orij 
befi 
the 
sioi 
oth 
firs 
sioi 
ori 


□    Pac^es  detached/ 
f^a^es  J6tach6es 

r~|    Showthrough/ 
LiJ    Transparence 

I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Quality  in6gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 


The 
she 
TIN 
whi 

Mai 
diff 
enti 
beg 
rig^ 
reqi 
mei 


Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6X6  film6es  d  nouveau  de  fapon  6 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmd  au  taux  de  reduction  indit^ji  ci-dessous. 

10X  14X  18X  22X 


26X 


30X 


^—  ^^  ^~"  p— —  — 

y 

B^^^  m^^^  ^m^am  ih^hb  ■■■■■  ^^ibih  ^^^^  h^h^  ^—^^  ^^^^  la^^M  ^^i^m 


12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


ails 

du 

idifier 

une 

lage 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Library  of  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada 

The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


I  'exemplaire  film*  fut  reproduit  grice  A  la 
.:»4n4rosit4  de: 

La  bibliothdque  des  Archives 
publiques  du  Canada 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin.  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettetA  de  I'exemplaire  filmA,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimte  sont  filmAs  en  commen9ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
derniAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  film6s  en  commen9ant  par  la 
premiAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  ^^  (meaning  "COIM- 
TINUED"),  or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaftra  sur  la 
derniAre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbole  >^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  y  signifie  "FIN". 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  6tre 
film6s  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clich6,  il  est  filmA  A  partir 
de  I'angle  supArieur  gauche,  de  gauche  &  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  has,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nicessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m^thode. 


rata 

9 


lelure, 


3 


32X 


1  2  3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

THE*  OKA  -QUESTION 


'.•V*.-v'*.'»-'N 


Containing  the  Original  Title,  and  a  Brief  Aeeount 

or  the  Feudal  System  of  Seigniorial  Tenure  in 

Canada,  and  its  Abolition  in  1854, 


Wrni  A  GENERAL  IIEVIEW  OF 


THE  OKAOUESTION  IN  PARTICULAR 


— AND— 


ROMAN  AGRES?^TON  IN  aENEKAL. 


lETT 


NORMAN  MURRAY, 


TITLES  and  Documents  Relating  to  the  Seigni- 
orial Tenure  in  return  to  an  address  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  1851. 


QXJETBEC 


Printed  by  K.  FRKCHKTTK,  lii  Mountain  St  Lower  Town,  1852. 

o 

Page  210,  No.  1*7*7  The  Seigniori/  of  Oka. 


Messrs  of  the  Seminary  of   St.   Sulpice,  at 

Montreal, 

PniLii'i'i;  Dk  RiGAUD,  &c. 

MiciiKL  Recon,  &c. 


On  tho  petitiou  presented  to  uc  by  Messrs.  the  Eccl<?Kias- 
tics  of  the  Semiiiai-y  of  St.  Sulpice,  established  at  Montreal  by 
which  they  state,  th;it  it  would  be  advaiitaf»cou8  to  the  Jlisyjon 
of  the  Indians  of  the  SuuU  Recollect  in  the  Island  of  Montreal, 
which  is  under  th»ir  eare,  that  it  .should  be  innnediafely  trans- 
ferred above  the  sa!<l  l>land  and  establlslied  in  the  land.'^  wliieh 
are  situated  on  the  nortli-west  side  of  ihc  Lake  of  Two  Moun- 
tains, which  sc.id  Mission  would  be  advanta<,'ooue  not  only  for 
the  conversion  ol  the  Indian.?,  who  being  there  uiore  distant  from 
the  city  would  also  be  deprived  of  the  op()ortunity  of  i^v'tting 
intoxicated,  but  also  to  the  colony  which  by  these  moans  would 
be  protected  against  the  incursions  of  the  Iro<jUoi.s  in  times  of 
war ,  praying  us  that  we  would  grant  them  for  the  said 
Mission  a  tract  of  land,  three  leagues  and  a-half  in  front,  to 
commence  at  the  brook  which  runs  into  the  great  bay  of  the 
Lake  of  Two  Mountains  ascending  along  the  said  Lake  and  the 
River  St.  Jiawrenee,  by  throe  leagues  in  deptli  in  fief  and  s''ig- 
niory  rugether  with  the  right  of  superior,  mean  and  inferior 
jurisdiction,  (haute Ifioy time  et  bause  justice)  and  the  privilege 
of  hunting  and  fishing  as  well  within  the  lifnita  of  the  said 
lands  as  on  the  ¥aid  lake  and  the  said  river  St.  Lawrence,  on 
condition  that  they  shall  as  they  offer  to  do  boar  the  whole 
expense  of  moving  the  mis,sion,  and,  that  they  shall  cause  the 
church  iiud  fort  ro  be  built,  of  f^tone  on  the  place  where  the 
said  mission  shall  bo  trausl'erred,  in  consideration  thereof,  We 
in  virtue  of  the  power  jointly  entrusted  to  us  by  his  Majesty 
have  given,  granted  and  conceded  and  by  these  presents  do  givei 


grant  and  oonccde  unto  the  said  Sicure  Ecclesia'ttios  of  tho 
Serainarv  of  Pi.  Sulpice  established  at  Montretil,  a  tract  of 
land  of  three  Icuguns  and  a-half  in  front,  to  oommence  at  the 
brook  which  ninH  into  the  great  bay  of  tlic  Lake  of  Two  Mouq" 
tains,  asoun  ling  along  the  lake  side*  and  the  River  St.  Law- 
reuci'  by  three  leagues  in  deptli,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
for  over  unto  tho  said  Sieurs  lOccleslastics,  their  successors, 
and  assigns,  oven  should  the  Haid  niisiiion  be  taken  away  from 
there,  in  full  prDjx'ity  under  the  title  of  Sof  and  seigniory  with 
right  of  supi'vior  meati  and  inferior  jurisdiction  and  tho  privilege 
of  hunting  au<l  fishing  as  well  wilhiu  ns  opposite  said  concession 
on  ihe  said  lake,  and  River  St.  Lawienco ;  on  condition  that 
they  shall  bear  the  whole  expense  nect'ssary  for  removing  tho, 
said  mis,  do,  and  also  cau.se  a  church  and  fort  to  be  built 
there  of  .stone  at  their  own  cost,  for  the  security  of  the  Indians, 
according  to  the  plana  thereof,  which  shall  immediately  be  ex- 
hibited to  us  by  them,  to  he  by  us  approved  and  that  the  said 
building  shall  be  finished  within  the  space  of  two  years,  subject 
also  to  the  condition  of  fealty  and  homage  (foi  et  hommage) 
which  the  said  sieurs  of  the  seminary,  their  successors  and 
assigns',  shall  be  held  to  perform,  at  the  Castle  of  St.  Louis,  in 
t^uebee,  of  which  (hey  shall  hold  vnder  the  customary  duties 
and  lines  and  agreeabh*  to  the  custom  of  the  Provostshijt  and 
Vi.«eounty  of  Paris,  followed  in  this  country,  and  that  the 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  ji.  Jgo,  who  may  be  established 
at  the  said  place,  hhall  be  before  ti.o  ji.dges  of  the  royal  juris- 
ilietion  of  Montreal;  that  thi;y  shall  keep  and  cause  to  be  kepi, 
houH«;  and  homo  v  feu  et  lieu)  on  the  jiaid  concession;  that  they 
.'•hall  preserve  the  oak  timber  fit  for  shii>-building,  vvhieh  may 
be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  land  which  the  said  Sieurs  of 
the  Se.minary  shall  have  set  aside  for  their  principal  manor 
houpe,  and  tnat  they  shall  also  stipulate  the  reserve  of  such  oak 
timber  within  the  extent  of  the  principal  eonees.sions  made  or 
to  be  made  to  their  tenants;  which  said  oak  timber  llis 
Majesty  shall  be  free  to  take,  as  well  as  the  said  tract  of  land 
or  any  portion  thereof,  when  required,  without  being  held  to 
pay  any  indemnity  ;  aKso  that  they  shall  give  notice  to  the 
King  or  to  the  (iovernor  and  lutendant  of  this  country  of  the 
Uiines,  or<>s  and  minerals,  if  any  found  within  the  limits  ut  the 
said  tief  and  have  the  necessary  roadways  and  passages;  that 
they  shall  concede  the  said  lands  undt^r  the  simple  title  of 
a  rent  (redevauce)  of  twenty  sols  and  a  capon  (chapon)  for 
each  and  every  arpent  in  front,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth, 
and  six  (U-niers  of  cens  (sixpence  of  tax)  anil  that  there  shall 
not  be  inserted  in  the  said  concession  any  sums  of  mou'jy  or 
any  other  eharu'e  than  that  of  the  simple  title  of  rent  (redevance) 
according  to  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty  by  whom  they  shall 


be  iK-ld  to  liavo  thcHC  prosents  confirmed  witliiii  one  year  from 
tliie  date,  in  dclaull  vnereof  the  present  coneeBHionP  shall  be 
null  and  void. 

In  ti'Blinony  thereof  we  have  sign!  d  these  preBente  and 
snusfMi  the  Hann-  tc  be  sealed  with  <>iir  .sialnat  armn  andcountor- 
Bigncd  by  uiir  secretaries. 

Don','  and  given  at  Quebec,  the  sevcnti'enth  da)  of  Octob»;r, 
acventcou  hundred  and  poventeen,  (1717.) 

(Signed)        VAIJDREIJIL  k  liEGON, 

Ami  Ciirthor  down  by  eoinniand  of  my  Lord  DeLestngo, 
And  by  coinuiand  of  uiy  Lord  Hunel. 

NoTK~Tho  abovi"  wap  ratified  by  the  King  in  Paris,  27th 
April,  1718,  and  registered  in  tlif  reeords  of  the '  Supt'rior 
Couucil  of  Quubee,  2rjd  Oct(.ber,  1719,  with  this  alteration,  that 
the  titles  Were  made  out  in  the  name  of  the  Seminary  of  St. 
8)i!pice  of  Paris,  iurflead  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpicc  of 
Montreal. 


A    Brief  Account  of  the  old  Feudal  system  of 
Seigniorial  Tenure  in  C  anada. 


PiirkmuTi,  in  his  Old  Regime  in  Canada,  says,  (page  244) 
"Canadian  l'\\idalism  was  made  a  double  purpose,  one  of 
which  was  siui|tly  and  praetirally  to  supply  agencies  lor  distri- 
buting land  among  the  settlers." 

Page  245.  Tl.i'  Seigneui  was  usually  the  vassal  of  the 
crown. 

Page  251.  The  Royal  Government  continually  intervened 
between  eensetaire  (tenant)  and  Seigneur,  on  the  principle  that 
a?  His  Majesty  gave  the  land  for  nothing  he  can  make  what 
conditions  he  pleases,  and  ehaiige  them  when  he  pleases.  The 
interventions  were  usually  favorable  to  the  eensetaire. 

Page  32G.  At  the  "'  l^iiberations  de  la  Sorboiine  stir  la 
Bois^ons,"  Hth  Maroli,  ]()7r),  after  the  case  was  referred  to  the 
Fathers  of  the  Sorhonue,  they,  after  solemn  discussion,  pro- 
nouno<d  the  selling  of  brandy  to  the  Indians  a  mortal  sin. 

Dr.  Withrow,  in  his  history  of  Canada,  page  121  gives  the 
following  defeription  of  Seigneurial  Tenure  >n  (Janada.  "  The 
eensetaires  paid  to  the  Seigneur  a  nominal  rent,  but  they  reipiired 
also  to  pay  a  .small  annual  tribute  in  kind,  as  a  goose,  a  pair  of 
lowls  or  the  like,  to  labour  for  his  benefit  a  certain  number  of 
days  in  the  year  ;  to  get  tlieir  coi  n  ground  at  bis  mill,  paying  a 
tixed   toll  therefor;  to  give  him  also  one  fish  in  every  eleven 


caught,  aiiel  ia  cusu  of  a  ualc  uf  thoir  luudb,  tu  pay  him  one> 
twelfth  of  the  prioo  rcco.ivod. 

All  the  S<'ij:nt'urittl  claiai«  of  Lower  Canada  wore  settled  in 
18f)-l-,  with  (ho  exL't'j)tion  of  such  aa  were  held  in  tnust  by  the 
Crown  for  'he  liidimiH,  as  well  as  the  Seii;niory  of  the  Seminary 
(if  St.  Sulpici',  or  Oka.  and  one  «r  two  other  such.  Seo  Act 
1854,  chapter  iii.  sec.  3r». 

The  Act  j)rovided  as  follows:  The  siMisctaires,  «r  tonantH, 
were  to  pay  a  certain  amount  to  I  ho  Sci^iior  in  consideration  of 
hirt  being  fnie  from  any  further  claim."  from  his  former  Seignior. 
Bosides  thi.s  the  Government  spi-nt  over  two  million  d<dlars  in 
compenHation  to  the  Seigniors  for  their  claims,  and  thus  was  the 
lant  ve-tige  of  Feudal  Tenure  sw-pt  out  in  Canatla,  with  the 
exception,  of  the  wirst  part  of  the  whole  buBiricss,  that  held  by 
the  ecelesiasticf). 


Rcmeu^  of  the  Oka  Onestiot. 


In  the  light  of  the  above  documents,  let  us  agnin  review 
the  vexiitious  Oka  <(UCstion,  There  would  be  :io  troul>ie  in 
settling  the  Oka  question  if  the  Seigniors  were  any  others  but  a 
lot  of  crafty,  deeeitlul  prit>stH,  who  will  forgo  documents  or  do 
anything  el.se  to  gain  their  own  selfish  ends. 

The  conditions  rc(jnired  of  the  Indians  were  lighter  than  that 
generally  re(|uind  of  other  tenants.  In  tliie particular  ease  there 
was  no  miMitiun  niude  (tf  their  being  obliged  to  ;jive  any  labour 
or  anything  else  to  the  Seminary,  but  simply  a  small  rental 
which,  in  the  currency  of  the  day  amounted  to  32c,  and  one 
rooster  f  )•  every  lot  of  forty  acres.  Allowing  that  a  rooster 
would  be  worth  10c.  at  that  time  the  whole  rental  would  amount 
tf)  1  cent  an  acre.  At  the  rate  of  .'»  per  cent,  their  interest  io  Oka, 
calcuhitiug  upon  tiie  rate  ol'  rental  that  they  can  claim  would  ijo 
bought  out  for  25  ci  nts  an  aero. 

It  was  on  this  principle  that  the  other  seigniorial  claims 
weie  settled. 

What  service  have  they  done  to  this  country  that  they 
should  exj)eet  to  get  a  presitnt  of  Oka  for  pilgrimage  purposes. 
The  other  Seigniors  were  settled  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that 
is  also  the  best  way  to  <jettle  this  one.  It  is  outrageous  to  think 
thai  the  poor  Indians  uf  Oka,  who  had  been  therefor  173  years 
should  be  asked  to  leave  now  simply  to  pleasj;  a  lot  of  greedy, 
grabbing  priests  for  the  sake  of  their  politiml  influence.  Poss- 
«  ssion  is  nine-tenths  of  the  law,  and  that  the  Indians  have  got. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  tliink  that  the  Indians  or  their  friends  should 
bring  this  matter  into  court.     Let  them  bring  it  into  c<mrt  if 


II 


they  wish.  Tlu-  very  fact  of  the  amount  of  rent  being  stipnlatcd 
knocks  the  bottom  out  of  tho  Seminary  s  chiinia  to  absolute  pro- 
prietorship. A  .>oii;nior  nnd  proprictcr  of  properly  in  general 
are  two  (li.stin(!t  clafPes  of  landholder.^.  Any  proprietor  under 
ordinary  circiimstaiice.s  can  rais<'  hiH  rent  wlun  he  ploBHes,  and 
give  u  learn;  to  suit  iiimselt.  Tlio  seignior  eould  only  claim  a 
certain  amount  and  no  more.  To  think  that  the  Protestant 
Indians  of  Oka  should  k^  compelled  to  leave,  to  be  replaced  by 
French  Roman  Catholics,  is  simply  monstrous,  and  when  such 
ideas  are  encouraged  not  only  by  politicians  but  also  by 
Protestiiiit  minister.-i,  soeullcd,  and  a  ProllisHor  in  a  Methodist 
Theological  Colh'ge,  it  is  time  for  Prot«  ^tants  to  bigin  to  look 
around  them  and  liud  out  where  ihoy  are.  As  for  the  Gazette 
its  i»osition  is  easily  understood,  and  under  the  circumstances 
there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  it.  It  is  simply  u  political 
mouthpiece  fdV  Sir  John  MacDonald's  gov<'rnmeut,  and  is  no 
more  expected  to  give  ati  honest  opinioti  of  its  own  than  ii  member 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  who  has  given  the  keeping  of  his  con- 
science to  some  one  else.  But  peoph^  who  uned  to  look  to  the 
Witness  thirty  years  ago,  as  the  champion  of  Pro(estantigm,expect 
it  to  stand  by  its  colours  in  this  matter.  We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  peace  and  fjuietness.  1  also  beliovo  in  peace  but  it  is 
peace  with  honour.  There  cannot  be  peace  in  the  world  us  long 
as  Rome  is  in  tlie  a-<ccudancy  ;  anywhere  give  her  inch  and 
flhc  will  take  a  mile.  We  hear  people  talk  about  other  people's 
simjerity.  Mahomet  was  sincere  when  he  made  converts  by  the 
sword.  T  could  see  more  sincerity  in  Jesse;  James  wlitn  he  was 
robbing  the  trains  and  the  banks  of  tlie  United  .States  than  in 
men  going  round  in  black  petticoats  with  a  string  of  beads 
round  their  neeks,  and  a  sanctimonious  look  while  they  are 
passing  you,  which  they  can  easily  relax  when  they  are  not 
seen  by  auy  one. 

One  of  my  earliest  recollections  is  the  removal  of  a  neigh- 
bouring viUage  to  America.  In  any  old  settlement,  there  arc 
always  a  number  who  can  manage  to  live  someway  or  other  from 
hand  to  mouth,  but  if  you  put  them  into  a  bush  even  if  thoy 
have  a  Jitth'  moaey  and  get  plenty  of  land  they  are  not  capable 
of  making  a  living  out  vf  it.  Uow  wo, Id  J.>r.  Shaw  like  to  sec 
the  people  of  Cote  St.  Antoine  that  are  snug  and  comfortable  as 
they  are,  moved  into  a  new  sphere  of  life  they  are  not  used  to.  The 
Indians  have  as  much  right  to  think  tor  themselves  as  any  one 
else,  and  il'  they  should  make  up  their  minds  to  go  to  Muskoka 
I  aup])ose  no  one  would  hinder  them,  but  to  send  thoni  there 
simply  because  the  Seminary  don't  like  to  have  Protestants  near 
them  is  simply  robbing  honest  people  of  their  right,  to  please 
the  Devil  and  hie  agents,  the  Sulpicians,  I  l)elieve,  as  the  ohl  saying 


Is,  in  "giving  tlic  Devil  his  duo,"  but  I  don't  believe  in  f^ivinj* 
him  <jr  his  Irionds  any  nponial  privijc^cH  just  bcoauso  tlicy  pro- 
fosrt  to  bo  tho  very  reverse  of  wlmt  their  every  day  life  prove  tlicm 
to  be. 

If  it  wore  any  other  foreign  pnw»;r.biit  the  aj^cnth  of  the 
Vatican  that  were  puttiiij;  in  Huch  elainiH,  there  would  be  only 
one  opinion  about  it.  A  sfiteh  in  time  havis  nine,  and  it  is 
ea.sier  to  keep  tho  Devil  out  of  ilie  house  tl):in  te.  put  liinj  out 
after  he  getH  in.  Ah  it  is  now  tl  <'y  an;  ujiiking  t)(iite  :i  fat  thinf^ 
out  of  Oka,  but  they  haven't  got  (|uite  evtrytliini:  thoir  own 
way  yot.  Let  them  close  «j)  the  miloons  at  Oka,  put  up  the 
Indian  Church  they  pulled  down,  and  if  they  will  be  .satihAed 
with  wliat  ttu^y  can  elaiin,  viz.  a  rental  of  a  eciit  an  aore, 
they  may  szet  it,  l)ut  if  1  bey  put  in  a  Tiaim  for  uiorc  than 
their  due,  they  or  their  frii-nds  need  not  expect  to  get  it  just 
for  the  asking.  They  are  like  the  horse  leech  that  cannot  bo 
satisfied.  What  in  th(i  name  of  cojnmoii  soneo  do  they  intend 
to  do  with  all  they  have  now.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Seminary  (tf  St.  Sulpie<!  of  INIontreal,  is  i-ieher  than  the  Mank  of 
Montreal,  and  they  are  an  greedy  afteT  a  few  acres  of  land  oc- 
cupied by  a  few  po(tr  innocent  Indians,  as  if  they  were  starving 
with  hunger.  They  boast  of  the  Kuperiority  of  the  butter 
raanufacturod  at  the  Trappist  Monastery,  at  Oka,  and  they  use 
all  thnii'  ingenuity  to  make  other  people  believe  that  Oka  is  no 
good  lor  farming,  and  th:i(  Tribsou  Reserve,  in  Muskoka,  i.s 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey  Why  don't  they  go  there  if  it  is 
so  lod.  They  have  plenty  of  money,  they  can  live  on  the 
interest  of  it  for  .''ome  time  ami  whenever  they  get  short  of  new 
objects  of  worship,  tlnre  are  plenty  trees  thore  that  they  can 
worship  under.  Then  thi^y  want  a  cjuiet  retired  place  for 
devotii^n,  .surely  tin;  woods  ot  Muykoka  should  suit  them. 
Themselves  and  the  nuns  tan  have  a  good  time  without  anyone 
tfj  disturbe  them.  Then  they  will  be  under  the  fostering  care 
of  their  friend  Mr.  Mowal,  Mr.  Mercier  has  anough  to  nurse 
the  Jesuits  just  now  and  I  am  sure  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
see  someone  else  having  a  hand  in  the  holy  work  of  fostering 
thoBC  holy  Devils  inearnate.  Some  of  my  remarks  may  seem  a 
little  rough,  but  I  am  just  as, sincere  in  my  convictions  us  any- 
one else  can  be.  I  can  see  no  more  .similarity  between 
Romanism  and  Christianity,  than  there  is  between  a  man  and 
a  mouk<y.  1  could  never  see  anything  in  Popery,  but  a  largft 
.syndicate  for  making  money,  by  th(^  meanest  and  jnost  eontom- 
ptible  of  all  means,  viz.  traitieing  in  men's  bodies  and  souls, 
under  tho  cloak  of  Christianity,  with  tho  Pope  as  general 
/naaager.  I  am  open  to  conviction  if  anyone  can  -how  me  any 
error  or  mistake  in  the  above  and  ahall  stand  corrected. 


77i(?  CoiidHion   >f  the  Seigniini/  of  O/caas  compared  with 
of  he  »■**  »>V  i^n  iu  rics . 

One  pnint  w.irtliy  of  spi'rial  con-idcitttion  Ih  thai  thf  con- 
ditioTiH  n'i|uiriM|  of  tlio  Stuiiiiary  in  tliis  iii«liitioe,  as  ackiinw 
lodgt'd  by  Mr.  TJiiih ,  tho  superior  of  llilh  Hiiuiniiry,  ut  tho 
timi'  "f  Ibo  ('oiniii)'M('t'iiiciit  of  th  •  proxciit  ilisputo,  wcro  mort; 
onerous  tliati  Wint  ri'ijuin-d  i^f  any  of  the  other  220  SfiLMiiorics 
of  Canu'lii,  whili'  the  oonditioiis  r(M|iiiri(I  uf  llu-  Indiana  jtrncti- 
enlly  iiinnuntcd  to  nothing'.  'I'lu'  i  I'tiortuires  on  llio  oth«r 
Si'iLrniorir.H.  wiio  l-i  pay  ><ii  an  avcrap'  about  2  ci'iits  an  arre  of 
n-nt,  whili'  tlio  Iii'tians  of  Ok:i,  providing;  (bu  Seminary  fvil- 
tilled  iheir  conditions,  were  to  pay  only  om;  cent  an  aero. 

Olio  of  tbc  nonditions,  viz. :  tlic  l)uildinj;  of  a  stom  fort, 
was  never  fiiltill<d.  The  otlior  condition,  viz.:  reinovin:.'-  the 
Indians  from  the  li(|iior  ti'mptation,  in  now  ignored  by  tbc 
Seminary  as  fact.s  will  prove,  and  a^aiu  the  Indiana  at  present 
have  no  eliureb  :  Tlur  fore,  under  the  cin  unistanees,  as  a  .stone 
fort  is  iiol  no;v  rei|nire(l,if  tin  y  put  nji  instend  n  -tone  schoolhousc 
build  a  stone  church  lor  lb<  Piufestant  Indisius,  and  remove 
all  intoxicating  lif|Uors  from  Oka,  the  friemls  of  the  Jmlians 
will  then  he  willitig  to  j.'ive  them  a  rent  of  1  cent  an  acre. 
Till  then  their  claiii's  will  b(  disputed  at  every  point;  and  if  the 
matter  will  he  hnuiL'^ht  before  Parliament  at  Ottawa,  aw  in  all 
piubahiiity  it  will,  they  will  hu  in  dan!,'or  of  losinji  cuntml,  not 
i^nly  of  that  part  id' the  Seiu'niory  whieh  the  I'rolefitant  Indians 
are  situated,  but  also  the  whole  Seij:niory.  If  space  pcrmittod 
I  should  like  tn  refer  lo  Mr.  Tache's  plan  ul'  conimutatinQ  of 
the  other  Seigniories  in  1854. 

As  to  the  contention  of  the  Seminary,  about  their  rights  being 
cnnHrmed  after  the  Jlebillion,  it  amounts  oidy  to  this  viz.:  the 
tillo.<  were  originally  given  in  the  name  of  tlie  Seinin:iry  of  St 
Sulpice  ol'  Paris,  mjii  nn  that  ground  is  was  claimed  by  the  oj> 
j'onents  of>the  Seiuiiiary,  that  they  IukI  no  claim  whatever.  Al.' 
that  the  act  of  1841  did,  was  to  confirm  the  rights  originally 
given  to  the  Seminary  ef  St.  Sulpiee  of  Paris,  to  tbe  Beuiinary 
of  St.  Sulpie.e  established  in  Montreal,  all  of  which  I  have  ad- 
mitted, without  iu  any  way  infringing  on  the  elaims  of  the 
Indians  viz  :  That  a-  the  Seminary  were  oul)  stewards  for  the 
Crown,  and  not  pro])iietors  in  any  other  >ense,  thai  when  tiioir 
Bervieos  were  no  longer  recpiired  as  .stewards,  they  fiad  no 
further  claim  on  the.  Indians,  and  it  is  for  the  Government  and 
them  to  arrange  about  that.  IJut  neither  the  Seminary  nor  the 
Gove.'-nmont  hns  the  right  to  remove  the  Indians  from  Oka,  un- 
less they  so  denire  themselves. 
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